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A puide 1o island happenings

Winter Reggae In Paradise coming up Sunday

By AYESHA MORRIS
Dinily Maws Stafl

Thumping bass lines amd miliam
rebel sounds blend in the second
anmisl W inker Hu,';_:g.m in Paradise. an
evenil |'-|i||!.:|:||:_' soame of Fhe 1|.'|rgi|'|
Islands" fop roots ambassadors for 2
show Sunday on 56 Croix,

e action beping at 4 pom. in
Uramer Park, with Pressure, Dezaric,
lkahba, Mada Mile. Mudnite. Ankh
Ill'i'il'IL"F. Db 340, kabeoh Seed and
Iha amoing the amists performing,

"Iz going to be o full moon night.™
Ras [le, an event organizer, said. “The
wenue is ideal with the beach in the
backpround, and the picturesgue hill-
side as 0 backdrop for the stage ™

The concent will feafure the 1|.-'|r|_:i|1
Eslonds” unique approach o reggme,
according w0 Ras Shalom Farrelly. an
OfEAnizeT,

s meostly roots and conschous
music and speaks about things instead
of the ‘laha-laba’” business which
basically is hot air, ialking about
insignificant, vain things, violent
things,” he said, “Most of the reggae
MLgIc mmil'lg_ oul of the '\-"irgm
Islands is wplifting and inspiring.
Pepple have described it as being
maone inlellectual. It aftracts 8 mone
serwus type of crowd and s nol
somicthing you just dance and party to
and hove & good time"™

Pressure began plaving drums mnd
rumpet @l age Y, amd by age |2
developed a passion For snging. The
member of Star Lion Family eventu-
ally decided to purswe a solo career,
He counts Bob Marley. Peter Tosh,
Capleton and Sizeda s some of his
influences. His debul album, “The
Pressure Is On,"” includes songs such
as “Live What U Talk"™ “MNo
Lamatation™ and “Zion is Home."” The
album was produced by a South
Florsks bosed diso, Dem Pond and
Eno Stafford of Swdio 340 and fea-
tures & puest appeamnpce by Gilen
"J-':Luhlnymn

Dezane launched her debot nlbum,
“Fya" on | Grade Reconds i 20010 to
much sweoess, including receiving an
wacard for “Best Mew Fermale Regpae
Arisl” n Adlanda the same vear. In
203, she followed wpowith “Umcious
Mama Afrca”™ on the Afrikan Roois
Lab label. In 2004, she toured the
west coast of the United States culmi-
natig in a performance ot 2"
Sierra Mevada World Music Festivgl

Dezaric has been making muasc for
mire than 10 years. She switched
fremm samgping., rhythm and boecs o
roots negrme becaus: of the muosic™s
poSitive messages and s bes o the
Rastatan movement
1t™% onna
anil

| i o =urpree them
be different and
uplifting mn enlightening.
trh & gonma be spoken,”™ she sid.
weortild like 1o invite all the empresses
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Most of the reggae
music coming out of
the Virgin Islands is
uplifting and inspiring.
People have described
it as being more
intellectual. It attracts a
more serious type of
crowd and is not
something you just
dance and party to and
have a good time.

— HRag Shadom Farmeldhy
co-organizes, Winter Regges
in Paradise

bady from the Viegin lslands, “cause |
represent them.”

i harles “Iba™ Encamacion
became lead simger of 51 Croix's
Front Line Reggae Band and in 1995
relocated to Connecticut, where he
fronted the Survivor's Reggae Band
fior the next three vears. In 2001, |ba
recorded several songs with Bambu
atation on their award-winning com-
pilation “Talkin® Roois Volume
I.” He meleased his first album, “lah
Lion™ in 2003 wnder Mt Nebo
Reconds.

Iha said he will be singing songs
from “Jah Lion,” “Many Lives™ and
S0 pewer maberal

“They coubd expect a whole henp
of wvibes,” Iba said. “Expect a bt of
enetey from me. It's been a long tirme
wnd I'm glad to be on a setting like
thai ™

Ariel “lkahba™ Pelerzon iz the Inl-
est roods takent to emenge from the
Afnkan Roots Lab. His music was
first released in 2000 with the
Glarmoarous  Reconds -;'|_1mpi|.]ti;:||1
uncler the name lka Melody, His first
album, “Troeddin To Fion™ wax
released on Afrikan Roots Lab
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recarcds in 20, That year, he tourcd
Californaa,

Jahcob Seed's debut album, “Heed
deh Call,”™ s mn plllive m:_'nrdiﬂ-E
done with a full-band sudio and =n
humble attempt to give thanks
throuegh soumd vibration to the Most
Higll." It was released on the Ground
Control kabel

Muda Mile's songs such as “Send |
de Love,” “Another Day™ and “War
Inna Babylon™ often give a perspec-
tive on African mothers and daugh-
ters, Her debut album, “Rise Today.”
was produced by Sound V.Lzion
Recornds and boagt 12 racks of con-
SCIOUS FCEgac.

Ankh Watcp contributed two
sonps, “Muassive Hysteria”™ and “Ouwl
Of Contral™ to the “Talkin® Roots
Vial. 1" album that bt Nebho Beconds
rebeased in 1992, and retumed with
“Wisionary Tools™ on “Talkin® Fools
Vad, 117

Landmark reggae band  Midnite
ligis ricade thetr murk msrognd the world
I'(‘[!!I'rw.‘:l!ilu_.' the e of the "u."|rlyin
Islands. Lead singer  Vaughn
Benjamin’s soulful chants ars com-
plimented by musical directorship by
hig brother Ron H-l::n_mrnin omn !.;::_l.--
boands, along with drommer Dson
Hiopkins, hassist Philip Menchant ansd
guitanst Abijah

They have released several alburms
o dade, slarting with 199775
“Unpolished,” and folbowes with “Bos

hﬂﬂ-:jiﬁ!

|_:-r| 'r‘|-r'|

Closed Tuesdoy

Miek Peace,” “lubilees of Fion,™ “Seck
Enowledge Before Vengeance,”
“Aimshant Maps" and “Scheme A

Things"™ s others,

Raon Benjaming another |,'|rg.;|ni'.l:¢r,
said the cvenl was meant to be o
showease for the arists, so that pro-
maters from around the world cowld
travel 1o see them perform in their
oom home.

The festival is also designed 10 pro-
muote reggae &5 a viable caneer option,
he sl

“There’s more than wo things
ol ol pust musicians and per-
formers, bul management. advertis-
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graphic ars, booking agents, and
proshucers. All those people have o
come topether for it w happen,”
Benjamin said.

Fasl kv thee suceess of last year's
ghoww, be said thas bime aromnd *“the
music definitely pone be dangerous,”

g,

Tickets are 525, owvailable ai
Matural "..i:-."-;liv:_ Ponchos, Purple
Papaya in Chestiansted, and Alliance
Clothing in Frederiksted.

For mare  information.
TrE-1848.
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